
106th Congress, Second Session - 2000

California’s 51st District

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON,DC  20515

PUBLIC DOCUMENT
OFFICIAL BUSINESS

This mailing was prepared, published and
mailed at taxpayer expense.

Residential Customer
Fifty-First District
California

M.C.

Prstd Std

The 106th Congress is rapidly coming to a close,and with that I would
like to reflect back on our many accomplishments, and my vision for
con ti nu ed pro s peri ty well into the futu re . Al re ady Con gress has
balanced the budget for four straight years; paid down $350 billion of
our national debt; protected our Social Security and Medicare surpluses;
given tax relief for families, farmers, and small businesses; reformed
welfare moving six million Americans to the workforce; repealed the
Social Security earnings limit; and increased military pay and readiness
to name a few.

We cannot stop there. We must ensure that every child in America
receives an excellent education. Imagine an America where all children
receive a world-class education and an opportunity to achieve their
dreams. We need to ensure a great school for every child and that we
have the best and the brightest teaching our children.

With the economy growing at unprecedented rates, we must work to
en su re that we have an Am erica wh ere every Am erican has the
opportunity to have a good-paying job, own a home, and enjoy a secure
retirement. We can do this by eliminating our national debt by 2013,
reducing poverty by at least 50%, allowing for personal retirement
accounts for those who want them, and most importantly, no family in
America should be forced to pay more than 25% percent of there income
in taxes.

We need a healthy America where every person enjoys the blessings of
the best health and health care in the world. Every American should have
access to affordable, high quality health care. With emerging technology

we need to increase medical research to cure such things as Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s, cancer, heart disease and AIDS. And finally, no child in a
country as prosperous as ours should go to bed hungry at night.

We need a safe and secure America where peace and freedom are
protected at home and around the world. No child should be in danger
while at school. We need to fight to drastically reduce crime, violence,
and drug abuse in Am eri c a . We need a fully activa ted terrori s t
prevention network as well as a fully functional and operational missile
defense system. We need to provide our military men and women with
the best pay in the world, with no service member left to subsist on food
stamps. And so that we may enjoy peace in the future, we also need to
have the most powerful, efficient, and modern military in the world.

Finally, we need an America that provides a debt free future for our
children. The choice is clear: Either we tie the hands of Washington big-
spenders and stop them from spending
our money, or they will tie the hands of
our children and spend them further
into debt. That’s an easy choice for me
to make. We have already paid back
more than $350 billion in national debt
since 1998, and we need to continue
our fiscal responsibility. If we expect
families to live within the confines of
their budgets, the government must
live within the confines of theirs.
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Education
Education is first, last and always about children.  Every child,
regardless of family income, should have the right to a quality
education.  We need to increase the role of parents in the education
of their children and decrease the role of Washington bureaucrats.

My vision for education:

To prove the old saying “money isn’t everything,” we need only look at
public education. Despite the billions of dollars the federal government
spends on education programs each year, we’ve seen little increase in
student achievement. American 12th-graders rank behind their peers in
18 other countries in math skills, and forty percent of American 4th-
graders fall below the basic reading level.

But I’m happy to say a new day is upon us. Congress is changing 34
years of thinking that has measured success based on dollars instead of
results achieved. This doesn’t mean we don’t think money is important.
We do. In fact, Congress increased education spending this year by more
than the Administration had requested.

But more importantly, the House passed reforms that will mean more
money being spent on students and less being spent on complying with
wasteful federal regulations.

Even President Clinton is starting to come around to our way of
thinking. He recently said that spending is less important than “values,

priorities, and direction.”
I couldn’t agree more. But
I disagree with the
Pre s i dent on on e
i m portant qu e s ti on :
whose va lues and
priorities?  For him, it’s
Wa s h i n g ton va lues and
priorities. For me, it’s the values and priorities of parents, teachers, and
local school leaders that matter.

That is why I am excited about the education reforms Congress passed
this year–like the Academic Achievement for All Act, also known as
Straight A’s. This bill would establish a pilot program that would give up
to ten states the opportunity to enter into a contract with the Department
of Education. Participating states would be able to dedicate more
resources to educating students and fewer resources toward filling out
bureaucratic paperwork.

Straight A’s builds upon the success of another education reform called
Ed-Flex, which Congress passed last spring. Ed-Flex gives the states the
ri ght to waive certain federal mandates in exch a n ge for more
accountability.

Another bill the House passed this year–The Teacher Empowerment
Act–aims to put higher quality teachers in the classroom. It would allow
teachers more opportunity to get the professional development they need
and encourage states to implement tenure reform, teacher testing, and
other reforms.

One of my biggest disappointments this year came when  the President
vetoed a bill that would have allowed parents to save up to $2,000 per
child annually for education expenses such as books, computer software,
after-school programs and tutoring.

This would have been a great way to give parents more control over
their children’s education and to give students opportunities for academic
success, while also providing families with much-deserved tax relief. It’s a
shame that the President vetoed this important step toward a more secure
future for America’s families.

But I am proud of what the Congress has accomplished. All of these
reforms have one thing in common: they put more responsibility in the
hands of parents, teachers, and communities, and less in the hands of
Washington.

Our children’s schools should be able to get more teachers, computers,
textbooks, discipline counselors, better facilities, or whatever else they
need to give our children the best education possible. Instead of
Washington telling schools which of these things they need, the schools –
with the help of parents – should decide for themselves. This is the best
way to meet the educational needs of America’s students.

Rep. Cunningham with students at a press conference on education
savings accounts (HR 7).

As your representative, a former teacher and
coach, and as a dad, I know that improving
the quality of education is tremendously
important to us all. The following are some of
our top educational priorities:

The Teacher Empowerment Act (H.R.
1995) 
The Teacher Empowerment Act will raise
teacher quality through new programs such as
tenure reform, teacher testing, and bonus
pay, based on performance.  This bill also
creates Teacher Opportunity Payments that
give teachers the power to choose the training
programs which will best help them meet their
students’ needs.

Education Flexibility Act (H.R. 800)
The Education Flexibility Act will allow San
Diego school districts to do a better job of
educating their students by gearing their
programs toward meeting individual students’
needs instead of burdensome federal and
state regulations.

New Millennium Classrooms Act (H.R.
2308)
Advancement in today’s new economy
requires that all students are taught how to
utilize the full benefits of the digital
revolution.  To ensure this, we introduced The
New Millennium Classrooms Act which
expands an existing tax incentive to
encourage businesses to donate state-of- the-
art computers to schools — particularly in
low income areas.  

Title I Funding
Common sense tells us that federal education
funding should shift as the population shifts.
Every American child deserves the highest
quality education possible. For several years,
California has not received our fair share of
federal dollars for education.  I led the charge
to ensure a more equitable distribution of
dollars to growing states, gaining an
additional $15 million for California.   
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Tech n o l ogy has become the new sym bol of econ om i c
opportunity and freedom in America. The advancement of
technology is an integral part of America’s economic growth.
Our economic and national security depend on leadership in
these new technologies. Technology improves people’s lives—
from wireless phones and palm pilots to email and the Internet.

We must continue to protect the new economy, resulting
from technology, from oppressive taxes and regulations. I have
joined with other House members in an effort to continue
protecting high technology from over-regulation through the
eContract 2000.

Internet Taxation
I voted in favor of the “Internet Non-Discrimination Act” (H.R. 3709),

which extends the existing moratorium until 2006 on taxes that unfairly
single out the Internet,including taxes on Internet access charges, double-
taxation by two or more states of a product bought over the Internet, and
taxes that threaten Internet purchases differently from other types of sales.

H.R. 3709 does not outlaw sales
t a xes on In tern et purch a s e s , but
extends the existing moratorium to
prevent unfair discri m i n a ti on
against the Internet.

Junk E-mail
Everyone who has e-mail is sick

and tired of all of the junk e-mail
that they receive. For that reason, I
recen t ly vo ted in favor of t h e
Unsolicited Commercial Electronic

Mail Act (H.R. 3113). This bill would
pro h i bit the tra n s m i s s i on of

unsolicited commercial electronic mail messages unless the initiator of
that message provides a valid return electronic mail address and provides
the opportunity to not receive future mailings. This bipartisan legislation
will serve as a tool to stop unwanted intrusions into our homes and
offices.
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Rep. Cunningham visits with students regarding the importance of
technology in today’s education.
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Gas Prices
Gasoline industry officials have asserted that
the price increases are due to a combination
of refinery fires, international price increases
on cru de oi l , and the unique mandated
requ i rem ents of Ca l i fornia ga s o l i n e . In
response to those price increases, the U.S.
Federal Trade Com m i s s i on (FTC) is
investigating the gasoline market on the West
Coast for po s s i ble co llu s i on or anti tru s t
vi o l a ti ons by gasoline produ cers . Th e
investigation by the FTC should answer many
of our questions.

In addition, I am a cosponsor of H.R. 1395,
which would allow gas stations to purchase
less-costly “non-reformulated gas” when the
retail price of gasoline rises by more than five
percent above a baseline price, the monthly
statewide average price of gasoline. This
would help reduce the price of gasoline at the
pump.

Keeping San Diego Moving

Like nearly all San Diegans, I am constantly
forced to fight my way through our traffic, now
a m ong the worst in the co u n try. Our loc a l
economy is growing, which, unfortunately, leads
to congested roads that degrade our quality of
l i fe and po llute our air. This hu rts our
businesses, our families, our environment, and
our piece of mind. We must fix our roads and
improve our transit systems to keep San Diego
moving in the new century. Working together
with local representatives, I plan to improve our
f reew ays , redu ce con ge s ti on , expand mass
transit, and improve our airport.

My pri ori ties remain foc u s ed on tra f f i c
congestion on I-15, the I-5/I-805 merge, the SR
78 freeway and our clogged highways. We need
to complete the SR 56 freeway interchanges and
the 905-border freeway, critical to continued
growth and the protection of our environment.

As a mem ber of the Appropri a ti on s
Com m i t tee , I worked to increase highw ay
funding in 2000 to $2.5 billion for California,

over $300 million more than this past year. In
the six-year period from 1998-2003, California
will get 45 percent more highway funds than it
did in the six years before 1998. I supported the
Aviation Investment and Reform Act (AIR 21)
which provides about $14 billion in increased
spending over five years to make our airports as
s a fe , com peti tive , and con ge s ti on free as
possible.

Other essential priorities include our City’s
mass transit needs, replacement buses and an
envi ron m en t a lly fri en dly com pre s s ed natu ra l
gas bus fueling station in North San Diego
County. I have successfully obtained funding for
a mass transit parking structure in Oceanside,
the Mission Valley East trolley extension,and the
Oceanside-Escondido light rail system project
design.

These projects are not the end of our work,
they will not solve all our problems, but they will
help keep us moving, and I will keep fighting for
a better transit system for all of San Diego.
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Social Security was created to be a retirement supplement for all
Americans— promising a sense of financial security during the “golden
years.” Today, it is a pillar of society and critical to the 44 million
Americans who depend on Social Security in order to sustain their quality
of life.

However, Social Security is not just a retirement program. It is also a
needed survivor and disability benefit program to America’s working men
and women and their children. Nearly 6.4 million Americans depend on
the disability benefits provided by Social Security. These men and women
never planned to be disabled but fortunately, our Social Security system
was there to help them. This needed insurance is a critical part of Social
Security and we must work to protect it for the future.

Sadly, the financial future of Social Security is not secure. We must work
to strengthen Social Security and protect our nation’s retirement system.
Today, by a 3 to 2 margin, more young Americans believe in UFOs than
believe Social Security will be there for them when they retire. Even
sadder, they may be right. Social Security is secure right now, but over the

n ext severa l
decades will begin
to run a def i c i t
before finally
running bankrupt
a round 2035,
unless needed
improvements are
made. About that

time, people born in 1970 will begin to retire. We must take steps to ensure
that their retirement will be secure, while protecting the benefits already
promised today’s retirees.

One important step is to keep Washington big-spenders’ hands off the
Social Security Trust Fund. For the first time in 30 years, Congress has
stopped the raid on the Social Security Trust Fund. Further we are
committed to protecting the integrity of the Social Security Trust Fund for
the future.

Preserving Social Security must be bipartisan, because it requires
commitment, integrity, and responsibility. The majority in Congress is
committed to protecting Social Security without funny accounting or
“smoke and mirrors” budgets. The choices for fixing Social Security are
complex. We must find ways to protect the system without endangering
benefits of current or future retirees. We owe it to our parents to protect
the current system and we owe it our children to make sure that benefits
are there for them
in the future.

In addition, I am
proud to report
that we have
el i m i n a ted the
earnings penalty on
s en i or citi zen s .
There is no reason
s en i ors shouldn’t
be able to work past
reti rem ent age ,
u n a f raid of bei n g
t a xed on thei r
benefits or loosing
them altogether. What could be more American than wanting to work
hard to provide for yourself and your family?  Proudly, I voted this
Congress to give seniors the freedom to work and eliminating penalties
imposed on Social Security recipients.

Finally, anything we do must ensure retirement security for all
Americans, encourage building financial security that families can pass
from one generation to the next, and must not be used as a big government
“slush fund.” In Congress, I will continue working to make sure that we
keep our promise to our seniors, our families, and our children by
preserving Social Security.

(202) 225-5452 OR (760) 737-8438

Social Security

Rep. Cunningham speaking with San Diego seniors about the Social Security,
Medicare and other issues of importance to them.
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Stop the Raid!
on the Social Security and Medicare Trust Funds

“One important step is to keep Washington big-
spenders’ hands off the Social Security Trust Fund.
For the first time in 30 years, Congress has stopped
the raid on the Social Security Trust Fund. Further
we are committed to protecting the integrity of the
Social Security Trust Fund for the future.”

Social Security and Medicare
Safe Deposit Box Act Passes House

On June 20, Congress passed critical legislation to protect every penny of
the Social Security and Medicare surpluses. The Social Security and
Medicare Safe Deposit Box Act (H.R.1259) will make sure that none of the
Washington tax-and-spenders can use one penny from the Social Security
or Medicare Trust Fund.

American workers have invested a lot of money into Social Security
and Medicare, and they deserve to know that these important programs
will be there for them when they retire. Unfortunately, the House-passed
Social Security lock box has been tied up in Senate. The House,Senate and
the Administration must reject partisanship and work to protect Social
Security and Medicare for future generations to come.
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Con gress has been working for several ye a rs to
i m prove the del ivery of health care to everyone in
Am eri c a . As a cancer su rvivor, I know how
i m portant it is to have good qu a l i ty health  care
ava i l a ble wh en you need it.

Un fortu n a tely, too many Am ericans can‘t
a f ford the health care they need and many others
a re den i ed covera ge for the newest tre a tm en t s
and dru gs . I am com m i t ted to en su ring that
Am erica maintains the worl d ’s best health care
s ys tem by en acting reforms that give people more
ch oi ces and high er qu a l i ty health care . I stron gly
su pport legi s l a ti on that em powers indivi du a l s
and doctors to make health care ch oi ce s , wi t h o ut
the interferen ce of govern m ent bu re a u c rats or
trial law yers .

I want to ch a n ge Wa s h i n g ton by en acti n g
m a rket reforms that wi ll give mill i ons of
Am ericans improved access to a wi der ra n ge of
health care ch oi ce s , l i ke Medical Savi n gs
Accounts and He a l t h m a rt s . We make health care
costs and lon g - term care insu ra n ce 100%
dedu cti ble for families and small bu s i n e s s e s . O u r
bu d get provi des a $100 mill i on increase for
Com mu n i ty Health Cen ters to con ti nue servi n g
u n ders erved are a s .

WEBMAIL FROM WWW.HOUSE.GOV/CUNNINGHAM

Health Care Reform

Medicare and Prescription Drugs

5

Men’s Health Medical Research

Si n ce 1998, wh en I devel oped Pro s t a te Ca n cer, I have
m ade it my pers onal mission to improve the health of
a ll Am ericans and I recen t ly took steps to help pro tect
Am eri c a’s fathers , s on s , and hu s b a n d s .

Every year hu n d reds of m en su f fer and die needl e s s ,
en ti rely preven t a ble de a t h s . Men su f fer from a high er
death ra te than wom en do in each of the ten lead i n g
causes of death in this co u n try.

In re s ponse to this growing probl em , I have
i n trodu ced legi s l a ti on , H . R . 4 6 5 3 , to establish an Office
of Men’s Health at the Dep a rtm ent of Health and
Human Servi ces to mon i tor, coord i n a te , and improve
m en’s health in Am eri c a . Over the last 20 ye a rs , t h e
O f f i ce of Wom en’s Health has proven to be an ef fective
federal re s ponse to the specific health probl ems fac i n g
wom en .

I have introdu ced the Stamp Out Pro s t a te Ca n cer Act
of 1999 (H.R. 2562) to cre a te a new pro s t a te cancer
s t a m p, mu ch like the su ccessful breast cancer stamp.
This stamp wi ll gen era te mill i ons of do ll a rs in revenu e
for pro s t a te cancer re s e a rch . The single best thing we
can do to combat pro s t a te cancer is to increase funding
for re s e a rch , edu c a ti on , and aw a ren e s s .

One of the most important issues for
the next cen tu ry is our curren t
i nve s tm ent into medical re s e a rch . Sa n
Di ego has become a leader for
i n n ova tive medical re s e a rch . The cure s
to diseases and probl ems that plague
mankind are being tre a ted and defe a ted
by dru gs and devi ces discovered ri gh t
h ere in San Di ego.

I am proud to report that aga i n ,
Con gress wi ll increase the bu d get for the
Na ti onal In s ti tute of Health (NIH) by
1 5 % , keeping us on pace to do u bl e
funding in less than five ye a rs . N I H
funds the basic re s e a rch for tre a tm en t s
and cures for su ch diseases as breast and
pro s t a te cancer, h e a rt disease, d i a bete s ,
Al z h ei m er ’s and A I D S . NIH funding is
also used to adva n ce medical devi ce s
that save and en h a n ce live s .

I wi ll con ti nue to su pport funding for
m edical re s e a rch to help bring more
ef fective we a pons for the preven ti on ,
erad i c a ti on , detecti on , and managem en t
of d i s e a s e s .

Strengthening Medicare and Providing Affordable, 
Available, and Voluntary Prescription Drug Coverage

Over the last decade, wondrous advances in medical research have
created newer and better prescription drugs that treat and cure the
diseases that plague our nation’s citizens. Unfortunately, high drug costs
have become a danger to the health and financial security of our nation’s
senior citizens and disabled Americans. Too many senior citizens and
disabled Americans are forced to choose between putting food on the
table and being able to afford the prescription drugs they need. In our
great nation, this is wrong.

I am proud to report that on June 29,2000,the House passed legislation
to strengthen Medicare and provide prescription drug coverage for all
seniors and disabled Americans.

This plan to stren g t h en Med i c a re and provi de pre s c ri pti on dru g

coverage for ALL senior citizens and disabled Americans focuses on three
key pri n c i p l e s : covera ge wi ll be A F F O R DA B L E , AVA I LA B L E , a n d
VOLUNTARY for ALL— regardless of income.

This plan gives individuals
the power to decide what is best
for them and ch oose the
prescription drug coverage that
best meets their needs.

Overall, this plan protects ALL senior citizens and disabled Americans
on two major fronts: 1) it helps them maintain their health by lowering
drug prices; and, 2) it ensures that by capping high out-of-pocket drug
costs they’re not robbed of their nest-egg in the face of serious illness.

Strengthening Medicare and providing prescription drug coverage is a
promise I am making sure we keep.

How it Works:

$30-$40  Your monthly premium
$250       Your annual deductible
$2,100 Your initial drug benefit

Cunningham big  8/2/00  11:58 PM  Page 5



As a 20 year veteran of the Navy I understand that Congress’ first
responsibility is to defend American citizens from threats from other
countries. We must have the most highly skilled, best-trained force in the
world. We must treat our military men and women with respect and pay
them what they deserve. As a member of the Defense Appropriations
Committee, I have fought and will continue to fight for the strongest
military in the world.

I have led the fight to bolster our national security by improving
m i l i t a ry re adiness and working for more ef f i c i en c y. Con gress has
provided much-needed funds to meet the needs of our services— just the
first step in increasing our military readiness. At the same time we
provided our service members with a 4.8% pay raise for 2000 and a 3.7%
raise for 2001. American soldiers should not be on food stamps.
Additionally, we have provided nearly $1 billion more for health care and
make prescription drugs more available so that military retirees have the
best health care available.

One of my top priorities in
this year’s defense budget was
for funding for our military’s
maintenance needs. The men
and wom en who risk thei r
l ives to defend Am eri c a
should not have to use
s econd ra te equ i pm ent or
parts cannibalized from a training aircraft or vehicle. The Administration
has deferred maintenance and repair to pay for our overseas deployments
so many times that some of our modern ships have been declared
unseaworthy due to lack of repair

Our military is the best in the world. We need to ensure that it does
not fall behind and create further instability around the world. We cannot
rest until we ensure that every American family is safe from every
potential threat.

Congress has successfully enacted a budget that increases Veteran’s
health care by an unprecedented $1.7 billion— while maintaining a
balanced budget without raising taxes or raiding Social Security. Our
budget assures quality health care for our Veterans in 2001 without the
health care cuts that the Administration’s budget would have required.
Our budget also continues my pilot project to allow military retirees in
San Diego County to use their Medicare benefits at VA medical facilities.
I will continue fighting to adopt legislation so that all Veterans and
military retirees can participate in the Federal Employees Health Benefits
Program (FEHBP).

Keeping our Promises
to Veterans

I am proud to be a sponsor of
the Keep Our Promise to
America’s Military Retirees Act
(H.R. 2966), a bill which will
correct an injustice against millions of Americans who have risked their
lives in defense of our country. Millions of Americans joined the service
with the understanding that health care would be available to them when
they retired. But for too many military retirees, there is no health care, or
the health care that is available to them is inadequate. The United States
should never break a promise to our military retirees.

On June 22, 2000 Con gress approved the FY2001 Vetera n s
Administration spending bill (H.R. 4635). Through this bill and many

others we are caring for our
veterans by:

• Fully funding Veterans
Medical Health Care,
providing a $1.3 billion
increase over last year for a
total funding level of $20.3
billion.

•Providing $351 million
for Veterans Medical and
Prosthetic Research, $30
million more than the President’s request.

•Providing a $73 million increase over this year for the Veterans
Benefits Administration to expedite claims processing for a total
FY2001 funding level of $782 million.

The House also approved the Veterans Millennium Health Care and
Benefits Act (H.R. 2116) which expands long-term health care and
extends VA benefits to more veterans. However, H.R. 2116 currently
contains a provision that would increase the price of prescription drugs
for veterans. Currently, the prescription drug co-payment for veterans is
only $2. Our veterans have sacrificed greatly for our nation and deserve
respect and dignity and we should live up to the promises made to them.
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National Security

Veterans
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“Our veterans sacri f i ced fo r
America and we owe each of
them a debt of gratitude.”

- Duke Cunningham
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Th ere’s a warped vi ew in Wa s h i n g ton that your mon ey bel on gs to the
bu re a u c ra t s . Your mon ey is bu rning a hole in the their pocket s ; t h ey ’re
i tching to spend it. I want you to keep it and spend it on what you want.
You work hard for your mon ey— you earn ed it and you should keep it. Ta x
rel i ef is abo ut freedom— the freedom to save ,s pend or invest as you see fit
and it is abo ut retu rning do ll a rs and dec i s i ons back home to you and yo u r
f a m i ly.

E l i m i n a ting the Ma rri a ge
Pen a l ty Ta x
According to the

Con gre s s i onal Bu d get Office ,
25 mill i on couples pay an
avera ge of $1,400 in high er
t a xes due to the marri a ge
pen a l ty. E l i m i n a ti on of t h e
m a rri a ge pen a l ty means so
mu ch for families in San Di ego
and the rest of the co u n try. For
ex a m p l e , $1,400 is equal to
t h ree months groceri e s , t h ree
m onths of ch i l dc a re , one ye a r ’s

h e a l t h c a re prem ium or a
s em e s ter ’s tu i ti on at a
com mu n i ty co ll ege .

Last ye a r, Pre s i dent Cl i n ton
vetoed our plan to provi de
$120 bi ll i on in marri a ge
pen a l ty tax rel i ef . Now it’s
time for the Con gress and
the Ad m i n i s tra ti on to join toget h er in a bi p a rtisan manner to end this
a t t ack on working Am erican families.

We Ki ll ed the Death Ta x
The “ Death Tax Eliminati on Act” ( H . R . 8) repeals the estate , gift and

gen era ti on skipping tra n s fer tax over the next 10 ye a rs . Because of t h e
o utra geous taxes (of ten up to 55%) levi ed on the deceden t’s estate , this tax
of ten prevents family businesses and family farms from being handed
down from one gen era ti on to the nex t . More than 70% of f a m i ly small
businesses do not su rvive the second gen era ti on and 87% do not make it
to the third gen era ti on . Th a t’s wron g. The House of Repre s en t a tives kill ed
this tax by a vo te of 2 7 9 - 1 3 6 . I ’m proud to say that I was part of the ef fort
to repeal this tax so that you can pass your hard work on to your ch i l d ren .

WWW.HOUSE.GOV/CUNNINGHAM
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Taxes

Rep. Cunningham pledges to reform the IRS code and simplify
taxes for working Americans.
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Protecting and improving the environment must be one of
our highest priorities so that our children can experience
nature and wildlife.  This year in Congress, we have won
significant victories for common-sense enviro n m e n t a l
conservation.

On June 6, 2000, the House passed my Shark Finning Prohibition Act
(H.R. 3535) by a 390-1 margin. This needed legislation will once and for
all ban the wasteful and unsportsmanlike practice of shark finning—
where fishermen remove the fins of a shark and discard the remainder of
the carcasses. H.R. 3535 is currently awaiting action by the Senate and I
plan to use every resource to enact the ban this year.

In addition, I cosponsored and supported the Conservation and
Reinvestment Act of 1999 (H.R. 701) which directs revenues from offshore
oil and gas drilling to provide a permanent allocation for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund. In addition, this legislation provides funding
for coastal con s erva ti on , wi l dl i fe con s erva ti on , u rban park s , a n d
endangered species recovery. H.R. 701 passed the House on May 11,2000
by a 315-102 margin and is currently awaiting action by the Senate.
Th ro u gh my work on the FY2001 In teri or and Ener gy and Wa ter
Appropriations bills, additional victories for our local environment were
won by securing funding and policy for several local priorities:

• $2 million for Natural
Community
Conservation, of which
appr. $150,000 goes to
San Diego County.

• Prohibit oil drilling off
of San Diego County’s shoreline.

• $3 million for the San Diego National Wildlife Refuge, for additional
land acquisitions.

• $1 million for the Otay Mountain wildlife area, for additional land
acquisitions.

Our Local Beaches

Restoring our eroded beaches and protecting our fragile coastline is
important to our economy and our children. In the FY2001 Energy and
Water spending bill, $350,000 was earmarked for a sand replenishment
feasibility study of the Solana Beach and Encinitas shorelines and funds
were provided to examine reopening and improving the environmental
condition of San Elijo Lagoon. The success of these beaches projects are
critical to protecting the natural beauty that makes North County such a
wonderful place to live.

DOES THE IRS OWE YOU A REFUND?
Du ring the ye a rs of 1995 to 1999 over

t h ree hu n d red refunds in the 51st Di s tri ct
of Ca l i fornia alone went uncl a i m ed . At an
avera ge of $700 per cl a i m , that is $218,400
do ll a rs owed to taxpayers living in the
North Co u n ty. A com p l ete list of
u n cl a i m ed refunds for 51st Di s tri ct
re s i dents du ring the ye a rs of 1995 to 1999
can be found on Con gressman Ra n dy
“ Du ke” Cu n n i n gh a m’s web s i te at
w w w. h o u s e . gov / c u n n i n gh a m . To claim a
ref u n d , t a x p ayers on the list can con t act
the IRS at 1-800-829-1040.
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Registering to Vote
• Who can vote?  You must be a United States citizen, California

resident, and at least 18 years of age by Election Day.

• Where do I obtain a form to register?  Your local post office, library,
Department of Motor Vehicles, city & county offices, 1-800-345-
VOTE or www.ss.ca.gov.

• Mail you form to register to vote!  The postage is already pre-paid.
Just drop it in any mailbox by October 10th.

• Watch for you voter notification card in the mail!  The card is proof
that you are registered and is usually sent 3 to 4 weeks after you voter
registration form is processed.

• What else can I do?  Inform a new neighbor how he/she can register
to vote and where their polling location is most likely to be (chances
are that it is the same as your own).

Voter’s Checklist

• October 10, 2000 - Last day to register to vote and first day to request
an absentee ballot. Call the Secretary of State at 800-345-VOTE for
an absentee ballot.

• Starting September 28, 2000 - Watch for your sample ballot pamphlet
in the mail!

• October 31, 2000 - Last day to request an absentee ballot.

• November 7, 2000 - ELECTION DAY! Polls are open from 7:00 am to
8:00 pm. Absentee ballots must be received by mail or in person by
close of polls on the 7th.

Last chance to exercise your civic duty. Assist a senior, first time voting
youth or new citizen to their polling location. Thank you.
Remember to Vote! 

Election Day
Tuesday, November 7th.

Let Congressman Cunningham know what
you think.
Please number in order of priority the issues you would like to see Congress
address:
___Education ___Foreign Policy
___Health Care ___Social Security
___Taxes ___Crime/Drugs
___Economy ___Medicare/Medicaid reform
___Defense    ___Family Values/Morals (decline of)
___Other______________________

Please select one answer for each of the following questions.
Which best reflects your views on the reform of public education?
___ Increase public school resources.
___ Build on current public education reforms by expanding charter and 

magnet schools.
___ Expand beyond current reform efforts and pass school choice among 

public schools.
___ Allow for school choice among public private and parochial schools.
___ Other______________________

What should Congress’ first priority be in utilizing the estimated budget
surplus of $2.9 trillion?
___ Pay down the national debt.
___ Use surplus money to bolster the Social Security and 

Medicare trust funds.
___ Expand programs like Medicare to include new benefits.
___ Increase domestic spending.
___ Increase defense spending.
___ Increase foreign aid.
___ Cut taxes.
___ Other_______________________

Which tax cut proposal is most important to you?
___ Reduce the personal income tax.
___ Lower the capital gains tax.
___ Eliminate the death tax (estate tax).
___ Provide marriage penalty tax relief.
___ Tax incentives for charitable and faith-based

contributions.
___ Do not cut taxes.
___ Other_____________________

If you would like to receive periodic updates on the progress we are making
in Congress please fill out the section below cut out this page and return it in
an envelope to:

Congressman Randy “Duke” Cunningham
2238 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ______________________________________ State ____________

Zip________________________________________________________

Email ______________________________________________________

Comments: _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________

Let Congressman Cunningham know what you think.
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